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Fall is here! What a great time to be in Morningside. Leaves turning colors, Halloween
decorations and celebrations, neighbors strolling. So as always, please join or renew your MLPA
membership if you haven't already. We are very fortunate to be here!
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President's Note

Thirty-degree temperature swings…sounds about right this time of year!

1. Heard on the street. We heard two positive traffic developments from Council Member Alex
Wan at our last meeting. To the north, Cheshire Bridge repair is on schedule and at least one
lane should open by October 31 – and boulders are being placed under the bridge in hopes of
deterring similar events in the future. To the south, the repair in front of Fire Station 19 is
evidently imminent! Hopefully we won’t have to ask for a holiday miracle.

2. We are almost that old. As stated in past newsletters, 2023 is Morningside’s centennial
anniversary! Thanks to those who have reached out to help with ideas and planning for ways to
celebrate – we can always use more people on that front so if this floats your boat (or if “floats”
makes you think “I can organize a parade"), please reach out.

3. 2022 Annual Meeting. Please join us on November 14 for our virtual annual meeting when
we will hold a vote on the slate of nominated board members for 2023 – it is also a great time to
give us your feedback on things you’d like to see more or less of in the neighborhood. Look for
more details in the coming days.

I have a volunteer project to help us catch up on minutes from select meetings in 2022 after a
secretary transition (welcome Brandon Dhande!). Perhaps you have a detail-oriented high
schooler looking to beef up the college resume with some community service? Please email me
if so – it should only require about six hours of work over the coming two months.

Our final 2022 concert is this Friday night at Sidney Marcus Park – you might have to bundle up
a bit, but we’ve had such great turnout at recent events. Hope you can make it!

Ben Nemo, president@mlpa.org 



Morningside, 100 Years - Help Us Celebrate!

2023 marks 100 years since the Morningside Lenox Park neighborhood was established. The
MLPA Board is making plans to celebrate this milestone and invites you to join us in the
preparations. We are expanding on the current timeline that is on the website and plan to present
highlights for each decade. The new timeline will be dynamic and will allow user to click on
events for more information.

Photos

Help us find old photographs of the parks, houses (see the photo above of Cumberland taken
from the intersection with E Rock Springs), and business areas, such as Morningside Village.

We are interested in current and historical photos of the oldest houses and houses that are
otherwise famous in the neighborhood. Please check to see if you have photos of:

614, 626, 705, 1511 E Morningside Drive (first houses)
696, 697, 701, 702, 707, 715 Sherwood (first houses)
1511 N Morningside (Dean Rusk lived here)
1627 Barclay Place (Has features designed by 2 Georgia Tech professors)
1607 Barclay Place (Model home for Lenox Park)
1625 E Sussex (Model home for Lenox Park)
1750 W Sussex (Designed by Philip Shutze, who designed the Swan House)
1743 Merton (Ranch redo by Barry Doss)
963 Plymouth (Model home for Lenox Park)
878 Plymouth (Address for one of the original monuments)
636 Rockmont (Thomas Windham house built in 1932)

If you are the current owner of one of these houses and do not wish for your house to be
highlighted in the centennial, please let us know.

Please feel free to suggest other key locations for photos. Please send suggestions and
photographs to Phyllis Wingo, phylliswingo@gmail.com.

Events

Are there significant events that you think should be highlighted, like the fight to stop i-485 from
coming through the neighborhood? Our research does not show us many events for the 1940s or
1950s. Can you help with that? Again, please send suggestions to Phyllis
Wingo, phylliswingo@gmail.com.

Interviews



We are interested in including interviews with persons of note in the neighborhood. We would
like to interview:

Persons who grew up in Morningside in the 1950s
Persons who were around for the I-485 fight
Well-known or celebrity residents
Who else?

Please suggest persons you would like to hear from. If you have names to suggest or are
interested in being interviewed, please contact Don Campbell,
drdonaldcampbelldds@gmail.com.



MLPA Events

Fall Concert Series

Thanks to all who came for another wonderful Concert in the Park last month! Join us for our
final event of the Fall series this Friday, October 21 from 6:00-8:00pm. There will be live music
from the Larry Griffith Band, playing all the greatest hits. Dinner for purchase will be available
from the M&M Comfort Zone food truck (serving up the likes of sizzling burgers, gourmet chicken
wings and homemade buttermilk chicken tenders) and Omni Flavas food truck (providing street
tacos and teriyaki bowls). The Haygood Happy Camper is also planning to return with fun treats
for all. And see below for even more! So bring your chairs, picnic blankets and extra drinks - this
is a great way to enjoy the cooler weather, meet new neighbors and reconnect with old ones! 



This year, the MLPA Fall Concert Series sponsor is our very own Sarah Chatel and her team at
Chatel Group at KW Midtown powered by PLACE. Sarah and her husband Peter have lived in
Morningside since 2015. Sarah has been involved in our community serving as MLPA
Membership Chair for the last 4 years, hosting a monthly wine and cheese party for immediate
neighbors as well as the ever-popular Morningside Supper Club pre-pandemic.

Sarah has lived in Atlanta for 43 years and is involved in raising funds and community service
with Alzheimers Association of GA, Atlanta History Center, Atlanta Botanical Gardens, Shepherd
Spinal Center, Salvation Army, Atlanta Habitat for Humanity and Grady Hospital. She and her
team donate a portion of every commission check to help Habitat build affordable homes and
have contributed to helping build 14 new homes by donating over $90,000.

Sarah graduated from Converse College with a BA in Religious Studies and a minor in Theatre.
“Since 1980, Morningside was always the neighborhood I wanted to move to. When I finally
moved here, it was a dream come true. It felt like I was at home. The uniqueness and personality
of the homes in Morningside remind me of where I grew up. It brings me great joy to take an
older home and bring it up to the 21st century.”

Sarah and Peter have a blended family of 5 adult children (2 of which live in Vietnam) and 5
grandchildren. She and her team at Chatel Group have been in the Top 5 % of Real Estate
teams in Atlanta for the last 5 years. They feel honored and privileged that they serve over 50
families a year with upsizing, downsizing and everything in between.

Stop by on Friday at Sidney Marcus Park for face painting, to get your pre-Halloween treats and
a fall family photo to use on your Holiday card. We can’t wait to meet you!

Halloween Candy Crawl

It's back! Join our Morningside Village businesses for trick-or-treating along N Highland Ave on



Wednesday, October 26 from 5:00 - 7:00pm. It's the perfect time to give those costumes a
practice run before Halloween and get some early treats from our neighborhood businesses. The
fun continues all the way down N Highland into Virginia-Highland with a screening of The
Nightmare Before Christmas in the Farm Burger parking lot.

Here are some of our participating neighborhood businesses:

Alon's Bakery
Casseroles
Doc Chey's
Engel & Volkers
Faced Facial Studio
The Family Dog
Fit Learning
Highland Fine Wine
Kale Me Crazy
Megan Huntz
Nowak's Restaurant
Natural Body Spa and Shop
Tip Top Proper Cocktails
Vivid Hair Salon
Whiskey Bird

We can't wait to see everyone and let's support our Morningside Village! 

Halloween Parade

The annual Northview/Hillpine/Wayne/Courtenay/Amsterdam/Marstevan Halloween Parade will
be on Monday, October 31 - and everyone's invited! The fire truck will return this year and
arrives at 5:00pm. The parade starts at 5:45pm. Meet at the top of Wayne (Wayne and
Northview) for a pre-trick-or-treating extravaganza and to show off those epic costumes! Plus,
explore the fire engine before it serves as the grand marshal of the parade. Happy Halloween! 



New Moms' Brunch

Are you expecting or a new mom with a baby under one year? Join us for MLPA’s New Moms’
Brunch at Whiskey Bird on November 5th at 10:30am. We will enjoy a delicious brunch and
connect with other moms and moms-to-be to discuss all things baby and this wonderful (and
sometimes trying!) stage of life. This event has limited seating, which will be in a private dining
area for our group. Open to MLPA members and non-members.

Cost is $25 to register and includes choice of entree, shared sides, coffee & dessert. Adults only,
no children please. Click here to register.

Inaugural Pickleball Tournament

The inaugural Battle of the Paddle Tournament originally planned for October 1 was rescheduled
to November 12 due to the inclement weather that was forecasted for Hurricane Ian. We hope
you can still join us for a fun neighborhood gathering while cheering on the picklers! Check out
what's happening:

Watch women's doubles, mixed doubles and men's doubles matches.
Around noon, pros will play an exhibition game. If you have never played or watched
pickleball, this is a great opportunity. Our pros are Ewa Radzikowska, Warren Robinson,
Glauka Carvajal Lane and Brandon Lane.
Treats:

Haygood's Happy Camper -  starting the day with coffee and hot chocolate
King of Pops - all natural, hand-crafted popsicles

Food Trucks (11am - 2pm):
Omni Flavas - Meat In Some Buns: offering a variety of specialty burgers, hot dogs
and sides (vegetarian options available)
Tacos and Tequilas: elevating Mexican cuisine with a variety of fresh and authentic
dishes (vegetarian options available)

Corn hole games available.



Please be mindful of parking, as the parking lot on Lenox Rd will be closed. You are encouraged
to walk or bike. However, if driving, pay attention to street signs that show where NOT to park. If
you know a high schooler that would like to earn volunteer service hours, the organizers are
looking for help to monitor and direct cars. Contact Lori Zwecker or Gigi Schwartz.

Lenox-Wildwood Park
Saturday, November 12
8:00am - 5:00pm
1760 Lenox Rd. NE

**REGISTRATION IS FULL AND CLOSED**

Park Play Date! 

What fun these little ones and their parents had meeting each other last month for a play date at
Sidney Marcus Park. If you would like to organize a gathering for your family's age and stage,
please contact Jennifer Schweidel for questions or to host a future play date. 

Stay Tuned for More Details

Morningside Craft Crawl at Hillside, December 3
Winterfest with Virginia-Highland District, December 10



Atlanta Police Foundation's Crime is Toast

On October 11, MLPA Vice President Don Campbell attended the 18th annual Atlanta Police
Foundation awards breakfast at the Georgia World Congress Center on behalf of our
neighborhood association. Hundreds of civic leaders, elected officials and police officers
attended, and awards were presented in dozens of categories recognizing distinguished service,
heroic actions, and leadership for both uniformed Atlanta Police Officers and civilian members of
the force. Presenters included business and sports leaders, city officials including Mayor Andre
Dickens, Atlanta City Council President Doug Shipman, State Attorney General Chris Carr,
District Attorney Fani Willis and interim Chief of Police Darin Schierbaum. The event was hosted
by Crime is Toast 2022 Honorary Chair Carol B. Tomé, CEO of UPS.



Morningside Garden Club

The first meeting of the Morningside Garden Club after a long break due to COVID also brought
an end to the recent dry spell we’ve had here! Our group of diggers gathered at Pat & Bill
Russell’s screened porch on Yorkshire that overlooks their beautiful terraced garden. It is home
to many native plants and a haven for neighborhood birds.

Our speaker for the evening was Suzy Nicksic, Georgia Native Plant Society Intown Chapter
Restoration Chair. She provided a practical approach for transitioning our yards to include more
native species that will support wildlife. Among the benefits of native plants are lower
maintenance needs and their ability to support native species. When she moved to the area, her
yard was covered in English ivy, asian azaleas, rose of sharon and the usual nursery stock. She
has mowed and replaced with a variety of native shrubs, flowering plants, and grasses - as a
result, her yard attracts a wide variety of butterflies and birds.

Morningside Garden Club will take the holidays off but return to regular meetings in January. If
you would like to join our ranks, we welcome anyone interested in gardening – you need not
have any experience, just a willingness to learn and a love for the outdoors. Contact Marti Breen
to be added to our email list for meeting notices.



Cheshire Bridge Update

On October 14, 450 yards (or 50 trucks) of concrete was poured on the Cheshire Bridge. It's
been a long 18 months, but the end is in sight!



Atlanta Public Schools Updates

New Midtown Cluster Elementary School
Wednesday, October 19 - Family & Community Engagement Focus Meeting

Where: Inman Building
When: Wednesday, October 19 at 6:00pm
From the APS website for the new school: In addition to our monthly
community meetings (next one October 26), we are hosting topic-specific
meetings. The first will be on family and community engagement. Join us at
the Inman Building at 6pm. We are also planning to livestream the meeting
(info forthcoming).
Join Zoom Meeting (Meeting ID: 728 555 4940 Passcode: 805707

Please visit the temporary website for the new Midtown cluster Elementary School
to view materials from the kick-off meeting held on September 21, to submit
questions and feedback related to the new school, and to learn more about the
overall process, the naming committee, and the new attendance zones.

Parks



Herbert Taylor Park and Daniel Johnson Park

Trail Improvements

If you have not already, take a few minutes to enjoy a bit of nature right here in the middle of
Morningside with a hike through Herbert Taylor Park & Daniel Johnson Park (HTDJ). The Friends
of HTDJ recently received a grant from Park Pride, along with matching funds from our members
and the MLPA to improve the trails in the park.

This natural park located at the confluence of Rock Creek and South Fork Peachtree Creek is
subject to flooding when heavy rains cause runoff from our neighbors, Emory and the CDC, and
a series of new developments in the watershed. To make navigating the creeks less treacherous,
a series of stone steps has been added.

Friends of HTDJ invite you to join our regular workdays, the second Saturday of each month. We
meet at the kiosk at 1343 Pasadena Av. at 9:00am for introductions and a short orientation. Then
we set off to remove invasive plants that threaten the tree canopy and plant native species to
support the park’s wildlife. Bring water to drink and your favorite gardening tools, or borrow some
of ours!



Sidney Marcus Park

There is no shortage of parties, celebrations and play dates at the park. Sidney Marcus Park
continues to be a hub for the community.

The Friends of Sidney Marcus Park have been working closely with Intown Collaborative
Ministries and seeing first hand the real need for food. Our food drives are very much needed
and it is not letting up! Especially with these prices!

We continue, what is now a tradition at the park, our next quarterly food drive is:

Friday, November 4, 9:00 to 11:00am
Saturday, November 5, 9:00 to 11:00am

What the food pantry is doing is making up "one week bags"; one that is for people that have
kitchens and one for people that are homeless.  While it is contrary to your sense of buying
power, smaller containers, those with "pop tops", and proteins (peanut butter, tuna, canned
meat, cereal) are at the top of the list. 

But alongside this priority are two things: bottled water and personal hygiene products.
Regardless, anything you can spare is valuable.

Our August food drive delivered 645 pounds of food. Let's beat it in November!

No Dumping in the Parks

As we enter the season of fallen leaves and pumpkins, this is a friendly reminder that it is illegal
to dump yard waste and debris into City of Atlanta parks. "With so many communities bordering
parkland, it is not surprising that park neighbors occasionally enter into activities that go beyond
their property lines. However, encroachments damage park resources. Piles of yard waste attract
rodents and snakes and may introduce destructive, invasive plants into natural areas." For more
information about the city's Park Encroachment policies, click here. 





THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS



Zoning

There was one zoning case heard by the Zoning Committee and MLPA Board this month.

V-22-149 750 Courtenay Ct NE
Applicant seeks a variance to reduce the western side-yard setback from 7ft to 0ft 6in,
reduce the eastern side-yard setback from 7ft to 3ft, reduce the rear-yard setback from
15ft to 10ft and to increase the lot coverage from the existing 52.2% to 53% for
construction of additions to an existing single-family dwelling.
Approved

The next zoning meeting will be held on November 8 at 7:00 pm. Any neighbors interested in
variance outcomes should come to these meetings. All neighbors are welcome to attend; come
to three meetings to qualify to vote. For more information, contact MLPA Zoning Chair, Rebekah
Falkler, at zoning@mlpa.org.

Updates from City Councilman Alex Wan

Click here for the October 2022 edition of the Atlanta City Council District 6 eNewsletter. In this
issue:

Moving Atlanta Forward
Monroe Drive Complete Streets
F.L.O.A.T. Extension
Get Out and Vote: Election Information
Sunday Alcohol Sales
A CHaRM'ing Evening
Atlanta BeltLine Garson Drive Meeting
An Evening to Support John Howell Park
New Midtown Cluster Elementary School Naming

As always, I encourage your feedback and comments. Please contact me at (404) 330-6049
or awan@atlantaga.gov if I can be of assistance. I appreciate the opportunity to be your voice in
our city government.



Morningside Farmers' Market Special Updates

Check out some of what's happening at the Morningside Farmers Market this season:

What's in Season? arugula, bell peppers, bok choy, flowers, garlic, herbs, hot peppers,
kale, microgreens, onions, radish, squash, spinach, sweet potatoes, turnips, and more!
Looking for a humanely raised turkey for Thanksgiving? The Terry family at Grateful
Pastures raised one for your family with care and intention. Turkeys foraged on open
pasture and their diets were supplemented with organic feed. They got to poke around,
bob their heads, gobble, and relax in the sun as much of their hearts desired! To order
one for your family or friendsgiving, head to their online store. Choose "THANKSGIVING
TURKEY." Choose a date for pickup. On your scheduled date, they will have a large
assortment of turkey sizes available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Sizes range from 7
lbs to 22 lbs. There are only 7 more weeks until Thanksgiving folks! Let's support our farm
families this year.

Morningside Farmers Market has been offering certified organic produce, local meats, breads,
and goods since 1995, every Saturday morning year-round. Visit all of the vendors at their year-
round home in the Morningside Presbyterian Church parking lot (1411 N. Morningside Drive NE)
from 8:00-11:30am.



Neighborhood Meeting Schedule

All neighborhood meetings are open to the public and your involvement is always welcome.
There will be a public comment period at the beginning of each MLPA Board meeting if you
would like to share an idea or concern. Or just join us to learn more. We hope to see you there!

MLPA Board Meetings - 2nd Monday of every month, 7:00 pm Contact
MLPA Zoning Meetings - 1st/2nd Tuesday of every month (see Zoning above), 7:00pm
Contact
NPU-F Meetings - 3rd Monday of every month, 7:00pm, Online via Zoom

Around Town

From the Mayor's Office: You are invited to join Mayor Andre Dickens’ Community Town Hall
meetings! Please join us in conversation with Mayor Dickens and his team. Whether you are a
student, resident, employee, or employer, all are welcome to these free, public meetings. Each
event begins with resource tables and networking at 5:30 pm with City departments, followed by
a 6:00-7:30 pm program where you can ask your questions of the Mayor.

Town Hall Dates / Locations:

October 19, 2022 : 6:00-7:30 pm | Cascade United Methodist Church, 3144 Cascade Rd,
Atlanta, GA 30311
October 24, 2022: 6:00-7:30 pm  | Peachtree Road United Methodist Church, 3180
Peachtree Rd NE, Atlanta, GA 30305
October 27 2022: 6:00-7:30 pm   | Zoo Atlanta, 800 Cherokee Ave SE, Atlanta, GA 30315



Morningside Elementary's Monster Bash. You're invited attend this year's spookiest event, the
MES Monster Bash on Saturday, October 29th from 11:00am to 4:00pm at the Morningside at
Inman Fields (774 Virginia Ave NE, Atlanta, GA 30306).

Since 1980, the Morningside PTA has hosted a Halloween Carnival each fall, open to our
wonderful community.Our students and children from all parts of our community look forward to
this event all year. They love to spend the day at Morningside playing with their friends, showing
off their costumes and getting in the spirit of the season! Families enjoy games, rides, food, a
delicious bake sale, the spectacular haunted house-made by our very own 5th graders and
much, much more. Important information relating to general admission wristbands, the bake sale,
pumpkin decorating auction, 5th grade Haunted Swamp. 

Wristbands are on sale now! Entrance to the Monster Bash is free. For unlimited access to
Monster Bash games and rides, General Admission Wristbands can be purchased for children
ages 4 and up. Wristbands also include five tear-off tabs that can be used for popcorn, cotton
candy, a haunted house trip and other spooky and fun surprises. Kids three and under are free
and do not require a wristband for activities. Prepay for your wristbands at the MES Online
Store at a discount price, or purchase them full price the day of the Monster Bash at the
wristband sales desk/entrance.

Fundraising Campaign Honoring 40 Years of Jesters Slaying! Midtown (formerly Grady)
High School Jesters Speech and Debate team has celebrated 13  State
Championships! 

Now, the Midtown Jesters are gearing up for the 2022-2023 season – its 40th year -- and needs
your support. Help honor and celebrate 40 years of successful forensics education by
participating in the Midtown Jesters' "40 for 40" Fundraising Campaign. Donate $40 in honor of
40 years of excellence!

The students' success relies heavily on donations and fundraising throughout the year. Midtown
Jesters team members spend their weekdays practicing and weekends traveling around the
Atlanta area and beyond. The Speech & Debate Team must raise an estimated $50,000 for
travel, lodging, tournament registration fees and other team expenses. Donations also help fund
scholarships, which are critical to keeping team membership accessible to all students.

Your generous gift will help:

Send students from intown Atlanta to compete at local, regional, and national tournaments
Help Midtown Jesters host their own Carter-King tournament and
Cover the cost of student membership in the National Speech & Debate Association
Honor Society.

Give in $40 increments, $400, or $4000, share the fundraiser with 40 people (you can do it!) and



Give in $40 increments, $400, or $4000, share the fundraiser with 40 people (you can do it!) and
help the Jesters get ready for an incredible year. Please donate by scanning the QR code or go
to www.midtownjesters.org/donations 

The FIRST Speech and Debate tournament is September 24th -- the Ivy Street Tournament at
Marist School. It will be virtual, but the majority of this season's tournaments are expected to be
in-person. The Ivy Street Tournament is only for team members participating in Lincoln Douglas
Debate. Lincoln Douglas Debate (LD) is a one-on-one event where debaters argue against one
another on a specified resolution.

To learn more about the Midtown Jesters and the opportunity to support their 2022-2023
Tournament season, please visit https:/midtownjesters.org. Donors will receive a letter for tax
purposes and will feel confident their donation is directly helping this hard-working, award-
winning team as they represent Midtown High School. Feel free to contact the Jesters at
midtownjesters@gmail.com.

The Jesters team's achievements depend on the generosity of the Midtown community. Thank
you in advance for supporting the Midtown High Jesters at this 40-year milestone. $40 for 40!

Midtown High School G3 Robotics Team. 

After COVID kept us out of school for a year, we spent last year rebuilding our team. This year
we need your help because this amazing team is attracting fantastic talent. Unfortunately,
approximately 20% of our students can't afford the team fee or travel with our team. That's where
I'm hoping Factory Automation could help.

As a sponsor, you can appear on our website, have your logo on our robots, or be prominently
featured on signage on Monroe Ave - one of the busiest streets in Atlanta. You can find
sponsorship information here. 

Each year we build robots and drones that do AMAZING things! Last year, our robots could climb
and throw balls. You can watch last year's robots here.

Each robot costs about $12,000 to build and each tournament costs thousands in registration
fees and travel costs. Plus our award-winning drones team and "BizOps" team bring robotics into
the community and elementary schools around the state. Our overall annual operating budget for
2022-2023 to accomplish our goals is $96,000. As an Atlanta Public School, we have limited
resources, and depend on the generosity of sponsors, donors, and supporters like you, in our
community to continue our team's success.

We are trying to reach our goal of raising $40,000 by December 1, 2022, so parts can be
purchased & travel reservations can be made. Currently, we have $4,000 toward our $96,000
budget. We hope you can help support us. Please feel free to contact Nicole Horn at 404-312-
3999.

Thank you for your consideration.



Georgia Election 2022. The 2022 Georgia midterm elections will take place on Tuesday,
November 8, 2022, but early voting has started. Please vote! 

Quick Links

MLPA - Morningside Lenox Park Association website
NPU-F - Neighborhood Planning Unit F website
APD - Atlanta Police website
PEDS - A quick link to report pedestrian hazards to city
City of Atlanta - City's website
Atlanta District 6 - Our City Council District website
Senate District 36 - Nan Orrock, Georgia State Senator
House District 57 - Stacey Evans, Georgia State Representative
House District 83 - Becky Evans, Georgia State Representative
Atlanta Public Schools, Morningside Elementary School, David T, Howard Middle
School, Midtown High School
NextDoor - Neighborhood List Serve (not affiliated with MLPA)

Join MLPA or Renew Membership

This is your newsletter. Please send questions, ideas and photos to communications@mlpa.org.
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